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2017-2018 Sam Koenig is a student at the University of Chicago majoring in 
Environmental and Urban Studies, where his academic experience has 
focused on environmental policy and urban sustainability. His B.A. thesis 
investigates the inequalities in climate resilience planning in New York and 
New Jersey in the wake of Hurricane Sandy. In his spare time, he is an 
active participant in an on-campus activist group, the UChicago Climate 
Action Network. He is also the manager of a student-run coffee shop and a 
player on the school rugby team. After graduating, he plans to attend 
graduate school for urban planning before going on to work as a planner or 
consultant and helping cities prepare to meet climate change. challenges.

Interns

2018-2019 Baylee Ritter is a senior at DePaul University, double majoring 
in Public Relations & Advertising and Communication Studies and 
minoring in Environmental Communication. As one of the founders of the 
Prescription Pill and Drug Disposal Program (P2D2), she has worked 
around the world to dispose of unwanted or unused prescription 
medication. The program is currently in 28 states and 6 countries and has 
disposed of over 4.5 million pounds of medication. In 2011, she wrote a 
piece of legislation that has generated over $250,000. This money will be 
used in the state of Illinois to help facilitate medication disposal in 
communities. Since then, Baylee has continued to create programs 
designed to bring awareness to growing environmental issues. In 2017, 
Baylee was a guest speaker at the United Nations General Assembly in 
New York. She spoke on the harm of single-use plastics during the high-
level side event called “The Ocean - a wealth of opportunities” on behalf 
of the World Oceans Day Youth Advisory Council, which she is a member. 

2018-2019 Sarah Dobie is a graduate student at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology (RIT), completing a BS/MS in Environmental Sustainability, 
Health and Safety & Environmental, Health and Safety Management. She 
is a research associate for RIT's Collaboratory for Resiliency and Recovery, 
as well as for the Urban Resilience for Extremes Sustainability Research 
Network, with several peer reviewed publications and presentations 
related to sustainable development, community resilience, disaster 
management, and climate justice and social equity.
Previously, Sarah has interned with Constellation Brands, Carestream 
Health, and Rochester Regional Health. Through these internships, she 
helped the organizations to develop sustainability reporting systems and 
develop sustainability action plans. Additionally, she coauthored of RIT's 
most recent Climate Action Plan and took the lead on the development of 
the climate resilience section of the plan.


