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The State of the US Adaptation Field

See: https://kresge.org/content/rising-challenge-together

https://kresge.org/content/rising-challenge-together


Why Bother Building a Field?

Benefits of a strong “field”

• Necessary expertise & skilled workforce

• Clarity on good/best practices and tools, 
established as “common” practice

• Advancing shared goals and values

• Professionals networks

• Adequate training

• Political and public support

• Problems solved effectively, efficiently, and in an 
integrated manner

• Reduced societal burdens and maximized 
opportunities

Source: Full referencing in Moser et al. (2017)
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Vision of a Strong Adaptation Field

Source: Moser et al. 
(2017)



The 4-P Field Framework

Source: Moser et al. 
(2017)



What Do We Mean by The 4 Ps?

• Purpose – common problem understanding, unifying vision 
of a better future; shared values; agreed-upon priorities; 
shared sense of urgency

• People – adequate (growth in) numbers; requisite diversity 
of expertise; good networking; inclusivity; sectors, regions 
represented; recognizable leadership

• Practices – evidence-based “best practices”; prevailing focus 
of activity; progress matching scope of challenge; adequate 
communication; skill level among practitioners

• Pillars of support – diversity and adequacy of funding/ 
finance; continuity, coordination of funding streams; policy 
support at all levels; signals from highly visible leaders to 
take issue seriously; field-building support



Purpose of Today’s Symposium: Engage Panelists and Audience in

Tracking Progress of Field Development Over Time



What Do YOU Think?

Open a browser window: 
menti.com/

Enter code: 1807 3346

https://www.mentimeter.com/






For Comparison: Audience Assessment in 2019

The Perceived State of the US Adaptation Field…





For Comparison: Audience Assessment in 2019























Together

Thank you for all you 

do!

Rising to the Challenge,


